VOTE OF THANKS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS BY THE CO-ORDINATOR GENERAL OF MUSTAPHA AKANBI FOUNDATION, DR. MUDASIRU SALAMI ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIRST YEAR ANNIVERSARY LECTURE HELD AT LADI KWALI CONFERENCE CENTRE, SHERATON HOTEL, ABUJA ON THE 7TH FEBRUARY, 2008

Let me first of all start by giving glory to the Almighty God for making today’s occasion of the First year Anniversary public lecture of MAF a resounding success. The occasion undoubtedly has brought together not only a cross section of our society but also the crème de la crème of our society to participate in this all-important National discourse.

On behalf of the chairman/Founder of Mustapha Akanbi Foundation, Hon. Justice Mohammad Mustapha Adebayo Akanbi CFR, the Board of Trustees, the Advisory Board and the Anniversarry Planning Committee, I express our profound and most sincere gratitude to you all for honouring our invitation.

First and foremost, I thank our Special Guest of Honour, His Excellency, Alhaji Umar Musa Yar’Adua GCFR, President, Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces who despite his numerous and rather tight schedule has found time to grace this occasion personally. May Nigeria continue to grow from strength to strength during his period.

May I also thank the Chairman of this occasion, Hon Justice Muhammad Lawal Uwais GCON, the respected former Chief Justice of Nigeria who accepted to be the Chairman of this occasion at short notification. We appreciate your unalloyed confidence and support for the Chairman of the Foundation. We appreciate your coming to chair the occasion.

Abuja is a model city in Africa, comparable to other well planned cities in the developed countries. We thank the Host Minister, Dr. Aliyu Modibo Umar for playing host to us in this peaceful and conducive environment of Abuja. May this centre of unity continue to blossom under his leadership to the pride and admiration of all Nigerians.

Our erudite Guest Lecturer, we say a big thank you sir. We are humbled by your kind gesture in accepting to give this public lecture despite your numerous and tight international assignments. I believe we have all profited from your wealth of learning and experience. The lecture has been quite educative and illuminating. You are a pride to us, Nigerians, nay Africans and the black race as a whole. We wish you God’s protection in your services to humanity. I wish to assure you that the Foundation will carefully study further the issues highlighted in your paper with a view to making recommendations to appropriate quarters. We also hope to include your paper in our future publications. Pray the good God grant you traveling mercies. More grease to your elbows.

I thank all the State Governors, the members of the Federal Executive Council, the Judiciary, the Legislature and all the Government parastatals here present. We appreciate your love and sense of patriotism in coming to grace this ceremony. May God bless you and grant you continued success in the service of the nation.

Permit me also to thank the Senate President, Senator David Mark GCON, the Speaker of the House of Representative, Hon. Dimeji Bankole CFR, Hon. Justice Idris L. Kutigi CON, GCON, Chief Justice of Nigeria for sparing their time to be here and do us proud. I wish to thank in a special way Major General Abdullahi Muhammed (Rtd) CFR, GCON, the Chief of Staff to the President for his unflinching support in every conceivable way and for being unrelenting in ensuring that MAF moves forward. I also thank Chief Ojo Madueke, Hon. Minister for Foreign Affairs who has always been supportive of our Chairman in everything he does.

My thanks also go to all our Royal fathers here present, the discussants, Captains of Industries, leaders of Religious Organizations, Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations, member of the Diplomatic Corps, their Excellencies, Ambassadors of Foreign Countries, Security Agencies namely the Police, State Security Service. Without your support and encouragement MAF could not have achieved so much within so short time.

I cannot but recognize with gratitude the invaluable contributions of members of the electronic and print media to the success we have so far achieved.

I thank all of you public-spirited Nigerians from far and near who have come not only to grace this occasion but have also donated generously towards the activities of the Foundation.

Permit me to also acknowledge with thanks all those listed at the back page of our programme for their magnanimous donation and invaluable support during the inauguration of this Foundation. Due to inadequacy of space and time we are unable to list all the names of our donors who have contributed in cash or kind to our success. The Almighty God knows you all. We thank each and every one of you for your support and encouragement. Please continue to partner with us in our effort to promote the unity and oneness of our people. All of us to a man have a role to play in making Nigeria a great nation.

Finally, I leave you these two inspirational quotations:-



“Those who offer selfless services to the 

  nation are the builders of the nation 

  and the pride of their race and breed”. MMA Akanbi

As said by Martin Luther King Jnr.



  “An individual has not started living until 

    he can rise above the confines of his 

    individualistic concerns to the broader 

    concerns of all humanity”.

I wish you all Gods protection and journey mercies to your various destination.

Thank you and God bless.

