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I deeply regret my inability to be present personally, at this most important Symposium. I had given my word to the Hon. Justice M.M.A. Akanbi, the Chairman of the Mustapha Akanbi Foundation that I would be honoured to be his Special Guest of Honour. However, a very important personal assignment is taking me overseas and I have found it impossible to alter the date.

The topic of the Symposium – Courts and Management of Election Petitions: Challenges, Prospects and Solution is the most urgent subject for a deep discussion at this point in time. Nigeria will only survive as a nation if the pending elections, are successfully conducted. This nation has earned the unfortunate identity of election-rigging. Hardly had there been any election in the history of the country, apart from the June 12 Election, which unfortunately was undemocratically annulled, that allegations of rigging had not pervaded the scene. The last election has the singular dishonor of being one of the worst in any democratic country so-called. What has been incredible, but true, is the part played by the Election Petition Courts in the matter.

It has no precendent that petitions against elections, conducted four years ago are still pending in the law courts, indeed till on the eve of another election. Any system, that permits of such disgraceful act, can never be right.

However, what has been most disgraceful are the allegations of un-ending corruption against the Election Tribunals. What is mre staggering than this altitude, is the fact that the allegations have practically been left uninvestigated. Or, to be benevolent, if even investigated, the proceedings and the results of such investigation are not made public. This is what this Symposium is to synthesize. This is what those who attend are to find answers to.

