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Corruption: The Mother of all Crimes is antithetical to any notion of Justice, Equity and Fairness in Judicial Administration
Corruption is a household word in Nigeria. Infact, it seems to be one major factor for which Nigeria is most popular in the International Community. It is as if corruption is synonymous with Nigeria. Therefore, I have deliberately refrained from defining the word corruption because we all know what it is. Every day we are inundated with horrible news of corruption everywhere (in government, government officials at all levels, in the legislature, in the judiciary- just everywhere). The EFCC and ICPC are busy every time trying to deal with such situations
.
Any where there is any talk on Corruption; Nigeria is always in focus at topmost level. For instance, ECOWAS recently stated that 10 former Governors in Nigeria stole $250 Billion in three years. And that the Nigerian situation is the highest in Africa. In a report, the International Action Group against money laundry in West Africa, an agency of ECOWAS said Nigeria scored 87.3 percent, the highest in Africa on the scale of corruption in the system.

The EFCC chair, Mrs Farida Waziri recently informed the Nation that just about $3.5 Billion has so far been recovered since she got to office. She lamented that the Judiciary is frustrating the Agency’s effort at fighting corruption. At the same ceremony where she spoke, (that was at the launching of a Handbook on Corruption in Abuja on 3/06/ 2010), the Minister of Justice Mohammed Bello Adoke SAN said Corruption in Nigeria is like a terminal illness. That means Nigeria may become a failed State if nothing is done especially when the Judiciary which is supposed to be a harbinger of hope is now turning to be a veritable tool in the hands of the corrupt cabal to ruin Nigeria. At the same ceremony where the EFCC chair spoke, the Minister of Police Affairs acknowledged that,
“There is intolerable level of Corruption in Nigeria and unless we admit it, there will be no remedy.”

Therefore, I will not be saying anything new if I say that corruption is a canker worm; it has eaten deep to our life and system. The people in government have acknowledged it. Everyone as I said before, talks about the problem but nobody knows the solution.

The Courts in most cases give judgment in cases of corruption brought before them that make Nigerians to doubt the integrity of the whole Judiciary. I will refrain from giving details here since some of the matters are still in Court. But we all know even in this gathering that some of the Judgments are not only ridiculous but they are ungodly and totally condemnable. It is interesting the way persons accused of corruption appeal to rule of law mantra and Fundamental Human Rights sentiments. This is why many of the cases of corruption in the Courts are frustrated in that we only apply the letter of the ‘law’ and not the ‘spirit’.

The Civilised Countries whose systems and laws we copied cannot and do not tolerate corruption and they do not cover up. In Nigeria, more than Eighty percent (80%) of the cases of corruption in Courts do not go beyond bail stage. That is where there would be so much media hype, but after the accused persons are granted bail, that virtually ends the case. Some Judges in Nigeria, because they have compromised (been bribed) give judgment that seem to suggest that corruption is a thing to be rewarded and as if Justice is for sale to the highest bidder.
The truth of the matter is that a Country gets the type of Judiciary it deserves. There is Corruption in Nigeria and that is putting it mildly. But it cannot be a good argument to say that because there is corruption in Nigeria then those who have the privilege of dispensing justice being Nigerians cannot be insulated. To be appointed a Judge is a higher calling and to dispense justice is a sacred duty or assignment. Therefore, a Judge or the Judiciary cannot afford to do what others are doing. A Judge must be a man of integrity and conscience who fears God. Usman Danfodio said long time ago that “conscience is an open wound and only truth can heal it.” That is why the Guardian Newspaper has as its motto “Conscience, Nurtured by Truth.” 
 The corrupt Judge or Justice (or whatever appellation or title) has no conscience at all. And to further buttress the point that a Judge should be above board, and that the fact that there is corruption in Nigeria is not an excuse for a Judge to be corrupt, Justice Chukwudifu Oputa (J.S.C) Rtd, stated in a lecture as follows, quoting from (Ecc. 7:6)
“Do not scheme to be appointed Judge in case you are not strong enough to stamp out injustice, in case you let yourself be swayed by an influential man, and so risk the loss of your integrity.”

It is very clear that part of the problem that we have in the Judiciary in Nigeria today on the issue of corruption is even the manner of appointment of some Judges. A person lacking in courage and integrity should never aspire to be a Judge.  But it is common knowledge that lobbying and influence peddling (which are corruptive tendencies) have been the order of the day in Judicial appointments.

The fact that corruption in the Judiciary is a reality and that it is even now at a dangerously alarming level, some of our most eminent personalities in the legal Profession “cried out” recently. Chief Afe Babalola SAN and Hon Justice Kayode Eso (J.S.C) Rtd lamented that the decay has set in- in the Judiciary because of corruption. Chief Afe Babalola SAN spoke out at the President’s Dinner of Chartered Institute of Arbitrators Nigeria and presentation of certificate and fellowship awards in Lagos. And he lamented that election tribunals are turning Judges to Billionaires. And Hon. Justice Kayode Eso commenting on Chief Babalola’s worries stated that

“It is sad from what the President (Babalola) had said in his keynote address about what is happening in election petitions. He is saying just in the twinkle of the eye that some Judges are becoming Millionaires. Infact, those of us who have passed through the yoke of being Judges, what we hear outside shatters us...”

Chief Afe Babalola SAN expressed the worry that if corruption in the Judiciary goes on unchecked, it will kill the Judicial Arm of Government and the hope of the citizens for Justice. Corruption has become a hydra-headed monster and it appears to defy solution because of its firmly entrenched nature.

Certainly a Judge who accepts bribe or even an officer of government who takes bribe cannot take a just decision. Justice cannot be done and sin is being greatly committed. Justice Oputa in his lecture earlier referred to quoted Scriptures (the Bible- Deut. 16: 18-19) as follows
, God instructed Moses that he should
“18Appoint Judges and officials for each of your tribes in every town the Lord your God is giving you and they shall judge the people fairly.19 Do not pervert justice or show partiality. Do not accept a bribe for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and twist the words of the righteous...” (Emphasis Supplied)

Therefore, it is not hard to discover that corruption blinds the eyes of the Judges and twists their decisions to favour the persons from whom bribe has been collected. In the Bible (and I am certain that there is provision in the Quran against this) God condemns corruption, it is sinful.
Waxing Ecclesiastical: 

Either by accident or by design, the topic of discussion (that is Corruption: the Mother of all Crimes is antithetical to any notion of Justice) has quite a lot of ecclesiastical connotations. This is very important and (perhaps) it has to be so because there is hardly anything that is supposed to be said in condemnation of corruption (especially in the Judiciary) that has not been said yet the recipients of bribes and other “Couriers” of bribe have refused to stop. I therefore want to take liberty of ecclesiastical connotation of the subject/topic to (as a pastor also) make some references to the Bible to further show the condemnable and sinful nature of Corruption, perhaps we now have to do this and prayerfully hope that the heart of those concerned will be turned to God;
Proverbs 17: 23 “A wicked man accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the course of justice”

Thus as the topic of discussion states, the corrupt Judge commits the mother of all sins and he is a wicked man (as the Scripture shows) who cannot do Justice.

Ecc. 6: 7 “Extortion turns a wise man into a fool and a bribe corrupts the heart”

Isaiah 10: 1 “Woe... to those who deprive the poor of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people...”

Amos 5: 7 “You who turn justice to bitterness and cast righteousness to the ground.”

Amos 5: 12b “You oppress the righteous and take bribes and you deprive the poor of justice”
Amos 6: 12 “...But you have turned justice into poison and the fruit of righteousness into bitterness...”

Obadiah 1: 15 “The day of the Lord is near... As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own head.”

From the foregoing (few) scriptures, it is clear that God has stated that the corrupt Judge turns justice to “bitterness” and “poison”. Such a Judge is oppressing the people by withholding justice from them. And above all, the last scripture reference states clearly also that the day of the Lord is coming for the corrupt Judge (and indeed everyone) and everybody will be judged according to his deeds.
I have decided to reduce reference to the Scripture to the barest minimum (because I am not preaching). Peradventure, some corrupt hearts are so hardened and they may say “what have we not heard before.” My response is that nobody can hide from God and the heart of Kings is in God’s hands.

The Judiciary must do something about this matter. The Country can only survive if there is justice as it is often said that peace without justice is peace of the grave yard. 

Proverbs 29: 4 states that: “By justice a King gives a Country stability but one who is greedy for bribes tears it down...”

Conclusion:

If only our Judges or the Judiciary will appreciate the sacred nature of their duties of dispensing justice, they would avoid corruption, stabilise the Country and not tear it down.

For now and for the future, particularly 2011 election, the Judiciary has to rise up to the expectations of the Citizens. I know that all hands must be on deck to build a peaceful and stable Country. I also appreciate the fact that we have a collective responsibility to ensure stability of the Nation. But the Judiciary must ensure that the seat of justice is not tainted. Finally, God admonishes in (Amos 5: 24) thus;
“But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream.”

This is my hope and prayer for the Judiciary and indeed for our Country, Nigeria.
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